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The combined meeting of the Clare City Commission and Clare City Planning Commission was called 

to order in the lower level of the Pere Marquette District Library, 185 E. Fourth Street, at 5:38 p.m. 

by Mayor Pat Humphrey and Planning Commission Chair Jason Lowe who led with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. Present were: Commissioners Bob Bonham, Glenda Carmoney, Josh Clark, Angie Cozat, 

Elaine Demasi, Pat Humphrey, Maegan Jenkins, Nick Loomis, Jason Lowe, Brett Moser, John Myers, 

Carolyn (Gus) Murphy, Stacy Pechacek, and Nick Wyman.  Absent: None.   Also present were Jeremy 

Howard, City Manager and Diane Lyon, City Clerk. 

 

APPROVAL OF JOINT AGENDA: 

Moved by Commissioner Clark second by Commissioner Myers to approve the agenda.  Ayes: All. 

Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion approved.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.  

 

  NEW BUSINESS:  

A.  PRESENTATION OF PLANNING COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT 

Planning Commission Chairman Jason Lowe provided a review of the annual report to the City 

Commission. 

 

The City Commission commended the members of the Planning Commission for the tremendous 

amount hard work they put in this past year, particularly on developing a new sign ordinance, and 

offered that they have full confidence in the competence of the board’s decisions. 

 

B.  DISCRETIONARY TOPICS OF MUTUAL INTEREST 

Commissioners discussed the following topics: 

- Medical Marihuana Facilities in the Clare South Industrial Park – THC is up and running and 

will be working on adding their greenhouse facilities in the near future.  Vault, LLC is 

making progress on their cultivation facility at 555 Industrial Parkway and will be up and 

running in the near future.  Both operations are in regular contact with city staff. 

- Tiny Homes– Giffels-Webster consultant Jill Bahm is scheduled to attend tonight’s Planning 

Commission meeting for discussion on whether the city could or should develop or amend 

an ordinance to allow for this type of housing in the city.   It was noted that the Planning 

Commission spent a tremendous amount of time discussing ordinance recommendations 

for Accessory Dwelling Units in the city last year so that they don’t turn into rental units; 

those same concerns would apply to a Tiny Home ordinance discussion.  The Commission 

also expressed concern regarding building materials for tiny homes as some are 

constructed from shipping containers which are not aesthetically attractive. 

- City Master Plan- the city’s Master will expire this year and the Planning Commission is 

charged with updating the Plan.  The City Commission made no recommendations for 

amendments to the City’s Master Plan. 

- Green Energy-some municipalities are installing solar panels as a source of energy but 

whether they utilize that energy or sell it back to the grid is unknown. The cost effectiveness 

of installing a solar field is also unknown.  The City was approached a few years ago by an 

out-of-state company that desired to install a solar field on Clare Municipal Airport property 

however that company pulled out of the project.  One of the city’s local businessmen, Rev 

Benchley, has a solar field behind his business and it would be useful to discuss the pros and 

cons with him prior to further discussion and consideration.   

- Little Tobacco Intercounty Drain Project- The project is progressing well.  The Drain Board is 

presently working on bridge replacement in the City.  Since city bridges are part of this large 

project, the city will save a significant amount of money in replacing them as the costs being 

assessed to the city are less than it would cost if the city were to replace all of the bridges in 

Clare.  Purchasing and demolishing homes in the floodplain has not been fully completed. 

The Clare County Drain Commissioner mentioned that residents to the east of the Second 

Street bridge may need to utilize the rail-trail bridge for traffic ingress and egress during 

reconstruction of the bridge on that street. 

- Rail-Trail and Park Maintenance- A concern regarding rail-trail maintenance 5-10 years down 

the road was expressed because some areas are getting worn out and delinquents have been 

damaging areas of the trail.  There is also a concern regarding maintenance of all city park 

property because we continue to add parkland without have the employees and resources 
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to maintain them properly.  The parks and recreation millage renewal will be on the May 

2022 ballot as will the streets improvements millage. 

 

Public Comment: None. 

 

CITY COMMISSION ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Commissioner Bonham seconded by Commissioner Murphy to adjourn the City 

Commission at 6:25 p.m.  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion approved.   

 

 

__________________________________     

Diane Lyon, City Clerk 


